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RIS 
BAY RIDGE, IT WAS SO 
CUTE. SHE EVEN 
eee eres STAYED IN HER MESS 
LONG ENOUGH FOR 


THAT'S 
GREAT YOU GOT 
A, PICTURE OF IT. 
I'M SURE YOUR 
PARENTS WILL 


y WELL, YOU ; 
KNOW MOM. SHE’LL 


THINK SUZY IS TOO 
RAMBUNCTIOUS OR 
SOMETHING. BUT 
DAD'LL GET A BIG 

KICK OUT OF IT. 





‘EVEN 
JOHNNY, MMR GRAVANO : 
WANTS TO HAVE A ; 

TLE / WITH Ti LOOK, BOYS, THERE'S 
YOU. SAYS 1 SHOULD (x > BEEN A MISTAKE. 

ARRANGE JT... WITH [. 5 4 I CAN EXPLAIN 
YOUR PERMISSION, . : . EVERYTHING. 
OF COURSE. © - —_ 





HE'D 


IT'S JUST THAT 
I'M RIGHT 
NOW. WITH THE NEW 


BABY AND ALL. YOU 
UNDERSTAND. 


OKAY. 
BUT NOT 
IDO. T0 WN IN FRONT OF 
BAD, THOUGH. c : MY WIFE AND 
MR.GRAVANO WILL BE Jy q KID: 
DISAPPOINTED. | 2 . 





? DO ME A FAVOR. TELL 
SUZY HOW MUCH I LOVE 
Um... JUSTA Noel HER BEFORE YOU TUCK 
SMALL PROBLEM : HER IN. 


i OF COURSE. 
uk... GET BACK TO N WHEN WILL 
THE OFFICE. SETTLE - YOU BE 

A FEW THINGS. 


Oh... ONE We ) SY THATS A 
Mane TEINS ~\ = Gates) 
BEAUTIFUL \ SES SUCKY MARL 


TONIGHT. 


HELLO, JOHNNY. 
I'D APPRECIATE IT 
IF YOU'D SIT IN 

THE FRONT. 





JOHNNY TORRENZO'S 
WIEE RUSHES OUTSIDE, 
SHE'S HEARD THE SOUND 
BEFORE -- KNOWS ITS 
MEANING. 


WHY‘RE \ IT'LL BE A FULL TWENTY 

WE JUST MINUTES BEFORE THE 

SITTING NEIGHBORS CALM HER 
HYSTERICS. ANOTHER 
HOUR BEFORE SHE 
STOPS CRYING. 


| THE POLICE WON'T 
BE GIVEN ENOUGH 
INFORMATION TO DO 
THEM ANY GOOD. 


AND THE 
BLOOD-SOAKED 
SIDEWALK WILL 
EVENTUALLY 
FADE BUT 
NEVER QUITE 
LOSE /TS STAIN. 











WE'VE DONE 
THAT ERRAND FOR 
YOU, MR.GRAVANO... 
LEFT THE BODY RIGHT 
WHERE YOU SAID. 
AT THE HOME. 


PERFECT. ; 
THE OTHERS IN THE WW 
NEIGHBORHOOD WILL 
GET MY SUBTLE 
MESSAGE. JOHNNY 
WAS WAY TOO STUPID 
TO BE STEALING FROM lf AUS, 
ME ON HIS OWN. HE 4 ew < ‘| 
HAD HELP--AND MOST Prank. NOW THEY 
OF HIS GROUP LIVES “AW 4 77 KNOW I'M 
IN THAT AREA. a 7 J WATCHING... AND 
fo SOMEONE 


ALWAYS 
PANICS. 





Ni 


> 

I_WANT YOU IT'S A PITY, REALLY. —“M 
TO BE THERE I HAD SUCH HOPES FOR 
WHEN THEY DO. ; JOHNNY. STILL, WE ALL 
JOHNNY'S NOT HAVE OUR OBLIGATIONS. 
GOING TO TAKE HE FORGOT HIS. 
THIS FALL ALL g 

BY HIMSELF. : 


LOOK AFTER THE PROPER 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS ce LET HER S 
KNOW THAT SHE ae 


AND THE BABY WILL ¥ 
BE WELL TAKEN 
CARE OF. I ALWAYS 
PROVIDE FOR 
MY ‘FAMILY. ’ 


BEHALF OF 
MR. BARTINO. 
HE HAS ASKED 
ME TO REMIND 


RETURNED HIS 
PROPERTY 
BY NOW. / 
re 


MR. BARTINO 
DOES Nee ae 
EVERY DEVIL HAS ITS MASTER. 
VITO GRAVANO HAS JUST 
BEEN REMINDED 
THAT HE /S NO 
EXCEPTION. 


MR. GRAVANO,IN 
SICILY HAVE OUR OWN 
CODE OF HONOR... ONE 
WHICH DOES NOT TEMPT 
THE FATES. WE EXPECT 

THE PROMPT RETURN 
OF OVERTKILL. DO 
NOT. DISAPPOINT 
US. GOODBYE. 








THEY’D BEEN BROUGHT 
B 70 THE REEKING ALLEYWAY 
Wg FOR A PURPOSE: BUT FIRST, ae iad T 
| y 


NUMBERS MUST 
TO GIVE HIM STRENGTH. THRIVE IN THIS NEW 


TO ACT AS A CATALYST, ENVIRONMENT. THAT 
INDUCING THE FREE WILL TAKE TIME. SO, FOR 
FLOW _OF BLACK (e : THE MOMENT, 
ENERGY TO A/D IN HIS ’ H. 


THEY ARE 
RECOVERY. SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO THEIR 
SURROUND - 
INGS-- 


( Sg 


as ts ee 
cb 7 fe. oe. 


Sou? é A 
a eS? 
& Gon, 
-- PHYSICAL NOURISH- 
MENT RATHER THAN 


POWERFUL MYSTIC 
CONDUITS. 


| SOON, THOUGH. VERY 
SOON, IT WILL BE 
UNDERSTOOD-- THEY 
=| MUST BE SHOWN 
| RESPECT. THEY HAVE 
= A MASTER. 


"epepnn8?” 


Ss 





OVER TWO HUNDRED MILES u 

THE LIVING COSTUME HAD - : 

CARRIED THEM, HIDDEN IN THE SI] THE 

FOLDS OF ITS BLOOD-RED CLOAK, > Re ie fis }y RESOURCE 

EVER CAREFUL TO CRADLE THEM | Se (RS TO 

IN A BED OF DARK, RICH SOIL. a 1 SS: ITS. CONTINUED 
= R ra hm Tf “Re ks EXISTENCE... 

E NN} ah Hq " 


ry a 
x i 


va AND THAT OF ITS 
+ THE LATE 


LIEUTENANT- COLONEL 
AL SIMMONS: 


EVIL. THE WORMS HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE SPONGES FOR |“ 
IT. DWELLING UNDER- 
GROUND, HIDDEN FROM 
GOD'S LIGHT, THEY 
ABSORB THE AURA OF 
WICKEDNESS. 


THEY ARE, IN 1 
EFFECT, F 
BOTTLED SIN. 


THE DEVIL FOUND A BACK- 
DOOR INTO GOD'S CREATION. 
THEY DRAW NOURISHMENT 
FROM THE SOIL ALONE-- THEY 


YJ 





-TS,, rs a 


THE 

THE NIGHT- 
CRAWLERS FEEDS 
CONTINUALLY 
NOW, SLOWLY 
DRAINING EACH ff 
WORM OF ITS 
DARK NECTAR. 


THE HELLSPAWN-- WHICH 
IS TO. SAY, HIS OUTER SHELL-- 
1S REBUILDING STRENGTH 
LOST AS A RESULT OF THEIR 

3 BRUTAL SEPARATION. * 


= Z a l= 
= 


£1. 
am ee a 


AT THE SAME TIME, 
AT THE CORE OF 
THEIR UNION, HOST 
AND SYMBIOTE 
ARE IN A STRUGGLE 
FOR SUPREMACY. 


IT'S THAT CONDITION 
WHICH INTERESTS 
ANOTHER OF THE 
ALLEY'S RESIDENTS. 





WE'LL HAVE THE FINAL PERMITS 
IN HAND, ALLOWING US TO START 
BUILDING THE CHILDRENS‘ WING. I 
CAN'T BELIEVE IT-- AFTER ALL THIS 
TIME, IT’S ACTUALLY GOING TO 
HAPPEN £ 


I’M 
SORRY, 


BE HOME FOR 


j aii 


YOU TO MAKE 
APPOINTMENT. 


I JUST 
HAVEN'T HAD 
THE TIME. 4 





BOUT A 
HELICOPTER 
RIDE BEFORE 

I LIE DOWN. 


AND YOU 
STILL DON'T 
HAVE A CLUE 

WHO GAVE 


THAT BIG 
DONATION. 


‘COPTER! 
‘COPTER! | 


AFTER A FEW 
MINUTES OF 
PLAYTIME, TERRY 


FEN HIDING 
HIS SICKNESS 
QUITE WELL. 





HE FOLLOWS ORDERS 
R WITH SKILL AND 
— , PRECISION. 
HIS’ NAME IS CHRIS - 
PRONGER, BUT THOSE 
WHO KNOW HIM USE 
Al DIFFERENT NAME: 


A BUILT LIKE A WHALE 
AAND ONE HELL OF ¢ 
A KILLER. ¢ HE NEVER 
Zz LEAVES ANY FS 


: LOOSE ENDS. 
KILLER WHALE. 77 
ORCA. GET IT? 


PLENTY OF 
VICTIMS HAVE. 
THAT'S WHY HE'S 
BECOME SO 
VALUABLE TO 
V/ITO GRAVANO. 


HE'S LONG SINCE Yi} 
MN LOSTTRACK OF | 
THE BODY COUNT. 


HilS ‘HIT’ ON = — eS Fe we WHATEVER 
JOHNNY FASQUALT £ La ¥ THE NUMBER, 
WAS JUST P | E é IT'S JUST 
ANOTHER GIG. Z BEEN CAPPED. 





NEXT 


DON'T LIE TOME, , 
YOU LITTLE PUKE! I'M 
GETTING T/RED OF ALL 
THESE STLIPID EXCUSES! 


PLEASE... 
I SWEAR... I DON’T HAVE 


YOUR MONEY. N-NOT TODAY... ) 


I GET TOMORROW. 


you 
FRIGGIN’ LIARS TLL 
GET IT MYSELF. WHERE 
/S 17? IN THE BACK 
ROOM? 


SOMETHING 
WEIRD GOING ON 
HERE. MR. GARBONE 
ALWAYS PAYS HIS 
‘PROTECTION’ BILL. 
NICE AND QUIET, LIKE. 
NEVER A PROBLEM. 


~~ 








MR.GRAVANO 
AIN’T GOING TO 
LIKE IT 1F SOME- 
NE‘S TRYING TO 
SQUEEZE INTO 
HIS TURF. 


WHAT 
NOW? SOME 
\ ) GODDAMN 
DOG? _ 





Gr 
a” TALKING ABOUT 
DO YOU HEAR ME?! ¥ 
FIND OUT WHO HE 

IS AND A7LL 


SOMEONE'S 
JUST STARTED A 
WAR. FIND 


ze OUT 
iil WHO HE WORKS FOR 
BECAUSE I PLAN TO 
OBLITERATE 
HIS ASS. | NO ONE 


NOW 
DISPOSE OF 
7 THAT BOX AND 
WHEN YOU'RE 
DONE TELL VINNIE 
I'M SHORT ON 
PROTECTION. GET 
HIM TO COLLECT 
A FEW 
RESUMES. 





HER 
SKELETON. 
IT WAS STREWN 


DON'T GET IT, 
DO YOU? You 
DIDN'T KILL ANY JJ : 
ANGEL. * SHE'S 4 Nagy S 
STILL ALIVE. % r = 






An 
“apangny| 


THE ANIMALS 
STRIPPED HER 
BONES OF 
PRACTICALLY 
ALL FLESH. 
SHE'S GONE. 





H] 
i 





« 





ANGELS 
DON'T HAVE 
BONES. THEY'RE LIKE 
e igs 5 \ YOU-- MADE OF SOME 
= ND OF 9/451. THE 
: ONLY WAY TO VANQUISH 
ONE OF THEM IS TO 
ABSORB THEIR LIGHT, 
WHICH YOU 
DIDN'T DO. WHAT'S 
WORSE, 
SHE COULD BE ANY- 


SHAPE-SHIFT. AND BE- 
CAUSE OF YOUR NECRO- 
PLASM’S EMISSIONS, 
SHE CAN FIND YOUIN 


§ AY 
SHE'S ALREADY 
HERE WAITING FOR 
YOU. AS A BUM. A 
HOOKER. A DOG. ANY- 


THING. AND YOU'D =miOzey., «20S 
NEVER KNOW IT. ieee Ok, FOR THE 


£ , DAMMIT, YOU'RE 
A_ SPAWN NOW. AS MUCH 
AS YOU'D LIKE TO BE HUMAN 
AGAIN, THAT'S LONG GONE. 
PEOPLE, CREATURES, THINGS, 
HEAVEN ITSELF -- THEY'RE 
ALL GUNNING FOR YOU. 
IF ONE FAILS, ANOTHER 
PICKS UP THE SLACK. 


BUT YOU KEEP 
THINKING SMALL. 
IGNORING THE SIGNS. YOU'RE 
CAUGHT IN A GAME, AL, ONE 
YOL! CAN'T POSSIBLY CONTROL. 
HEAVEN, HELL-- RUN THE 
SHOW, US ON EARTH, 
WE'RE JUST THE 
50 MIDDLEMEN. 
WHAT'S THE 
POINT? 


PIOFIGHT 
FOR WHAT'S 
THAT'S 


LISTEN, “ 
COG, EVERY TIME N 
I TRY ANO CATCH MY 
J BREATH, SOMETHING 
NEWS ATTACKING. 1'M A 
MAN, THOUGH YOU CAN 


WHAT aaa .'. \" BAN Od 
ABOUT THE 5 IES, \ fo | TELL ME OTH . es 
[f Rest? Terry. \WR@/es \S W le A 1 5 Al ae € LEFT, 
P\ BELIEVING THAT, J i 


f evses.scc:. Vi 

| fe) oo j \ , 
WHO, YOU SAID. MIGHT / \ SWEAR Mag 
NOT BE THE ONE WHO J 


ORDERED MY ff 
DX EAH. WHAT 

ARE THEY? AA 
h— 7 


PIECES . 
TO THE PUZZLE. 

YOU CAN'T 
DETERMINE WHAT 


PROVIDE YOU 
SOME. 


j I 





IN THE MEANTIME, 
IY FIGHT. FIGHTALLOF ™~ 
THIS. BUT REMEMBER THERE 
IS A REPERCUSSION TO YOUR 
EVERY ACTION. YOU'VE AL- 
READY SEEN HOW QUICKLY 
EVENTS CAN SPINOUT THAT'S Som 
. OF CONTROL. WHAT HELL 


ia 7 TO SIPHON 
YOU'VE BEEN EVIL! THAT'S 
PLAYING RIGHT WHAT YOUR 
INTO THE DEVIL'S COSTUME’S 
HANDS. 4 


YES, YOU 
DO-- BUT NOT V YOU WANT 
J THIS WAY, NOT TOBE AMAN. 
: ~ WHILE YOUR THEN OPEN 
LIKE THESE { \k ja UNIFORM IS YOUR EYES 
. DO f CALLING THE As AND LEARN. 
YOU KNOW . 


WHAT THEY'RE Jue 
\ FOR? 





“INTERESTING”? 
IS THAT SUPPOSED YOU KNOW WHAT 
TO BE A COMPLI- —/ I MEANT. IT'S JUST 
MENT, VINNIE? THAT I'VE NEVER HAD 
TWO AT THE SAME TIME. 
YOU AND MARILYN 
ARE SOMETHING 
SPECIAL. 


WE'VE 
SEEN IT 
HAPPEN. 


eres 











uh--2 
WHAT'S 
THAT NOISE? 
SOUNDS LIKE 
THE PORCELIN 
1S CRACKING. 


PIPES SNAP. FE 
JA BRICK AND 

MORTAR 

EXPLODE. 


VINNIE IS BARELY | 
_ pes 
DSS BeIG sucKED 
1 OUTWARD. 





7 


BEFORE THE DUST 
iy ES, HE HEARS IT. 


. ITS LOW 
GROWMILS. LIKE SOME 


RAGING BULL. THEN HE 
FEELS ITS BREATH ON 
THE BACK OF HIS NECK. 


SHOULD LOOK UP, 
BECAUSE WHATEVER p 
HORROR IT 1S HOVERING 
OVER HIM DOESN'T ‘ 
pare EVEN 


L ~ 
VINNIE BOLBANI } 
BITES HIS LIPS 
SO HARD THEY 
BLEED. 


WA ALMOST TO THE 
4 POINT OF SCREAMING, 
Q@ HE CATCHES H/IMSELF-- 
AND INSTEAD DEPOSITS 
ANOTHER ‘PARCEL’ /N 
THE TOILET BOWL. 








WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO, 


THE WORD 
RESPECT 

ACTUALLY 
MEANT 


NO MOVING 

IN ON SOME- 
ONE ELSE'S 

TERRITORY. NO 

STEALING FROM ff 
THE HAND THAT 

FEEDS YOU. RULES 
WERE MEANT TO 
BE FOLLOWED. 

BUT I GUESS... 








NOT QUITE, 
RICHARD. I KNEW 
YOU'D RETURN SOME- 
DAY, SO 1 PLANNED 
AHEAD. YOUR BROTHER 
DAVID-- HE'S STILL ALIVE 
AND I KNOW 
WHERE HE JS... 


«.. AND, 
BETTER YET, HE'S 
TO BE SLAUGHTERED 
IF ANYTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY WERE 
TO HAPPEN TO ME. 


‘ 





i 
Lm LIKE A CREATURE 
MAULING MEE€, 





EVEN WHEN YOU 
WORKED FOR ME I KNEW 
YOU DIDN'T HAVE THE 

BACKBONE. 


YOU'RE A S 
FAILURE, RICHARD! 
YOU COULDN'T DO 
YOUR JOB, OR PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY... YOU 
EVEN SCREWED UP 
OUR EXPERIMENT £ 


me 


{ 
/) 


% 


Fi BLT 
Pah b in: 


in, 









HH 
i 
THE CREATURE KNOWN AS 
TREMOR LEAVES. NOT BECAUSE 
HE'S AFRAID, BUT BECAUSE HE * 
KNOWS VITO. HOW HE WORKS. 


HE_WOLILD'NT LIE ABOUT DAVID 
BEING STILL ALIVE. 












TO PREPARE FOR HIS RETURN. 


, , e, A, . 
ial SO HE NEEDS TIME TO Ge, 
iy I NEED HIM BACK IN ONE 

PIECE. 


THINK. TO PLAN. BEFORE ¥ 
r COMING BACK FOR VITO. 


SICILY IS LOOKING TO 
GET OVERTKILL BACK. WELL. 
WITH A FEW SMALL ADJUST- 
MENTS, I'LL BE ABLE TO 
DELIVER A BRAND NEW 
VERSION. ; 












~AlSe Neca = 
> Quer! As 


ViTO 15 MY PROBLEM, 
I KNOW, BUTI THOUGHT 
You'D BE INTERESTED 
IN HEARING A FEW 
NAMES FROM VINNIE 
HERE. HE'S A FOUNTAIN 







SPAWN, 
I NEED HELP. 
YOURS. 

















ZZ 
Y : OF Py if 
WARN 
WHERE Rea) PP KS SY Re MES 
»«& ~ GAIN 
DO YOU GET SZ | <F mm VinNig 2 


SE VM A AWA Semen AWN 


8 ~e sd 
> Se 





WANDA BLAKE. 
TERRY FITZGERALD. 
CYAN FITZGERALD. 
JASON WYNN. 








THAT'S 
ENOUGH. SAY NOW... 


yo PARTNER. 


Lo) Sy 
WHAT DO you 4 











EMPIRA 





